
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
Grand Forks, ND 

 

December 25, 2016 

 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world 



Welcome to Worship at Wesley 

December 25,  2016                      Christmas Day                                    10:00 a.m. 

 

         
   
   

 

 

 

  Gathering  
Gathering Music Born is the King (Medley) Marge Myrold 
  Arr. Marilyn Ham  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

* Greetings of Christian Fellowship 

 

*Opening Hymn Sing  O Come All Ye Faithful Red Hymnal 234 vs. 1 - 2 

  Angels We Have Heard on High Red Hymnal 238 vs. 1, 3 

  Joy to the World Red Hymnal 246 vs. 1, 4 

 

*Call to Worship 

Let us praise the Name of the Lord. 

For God’s name alone is exalted. 

 

Let all creation sing the glory of God’s Name! 

Praise the Lord! 
 

Hymn  He is Born Red Hymnal 228 

Receiving 
Prayer of Illumination 

Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept your Word. Silence in us any voices but your 

own, so that we may hear your Word and also do it; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Welcome to Wesley! If you have questions or special needs, please speak to an usher. 

Worship activity bags for children are hanging on a rack at the back of the church. 

Our ushers have large-print hymnals available. 

Nursery care is provided for infants and toddlers in Room 202.  

Please remember to silence your cell phone during worship.  



1
st
 Scripture Lesson Isaiah 62:6-12 Old Testament, pg. 651 

 

2
nd

 Scripture Lesson Hebrews 1:1-4 New Testament, pg. 204 

 

Children’s Time 

 

3
rd

 Scripture Lesson John 1:1-14 New Testament, pg. 86 

 

Message “The Christmas Story in Icons” Rev. Howie Baird 

 

Responsive Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Red Hymnal 240 
 

Responding 
*Affirmation of Faith 

We believe that God has come to us as a little child, making our weakness his 

strength, securing our salvation by becoming one of us, blessing us with with a 

steadfast savior, filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another. 

 

We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into the world, giving us a 

law that will be written upon our hearts, making the cause of the oppressed the 

highest priority, declaring an everlasting reign of peace, defeating the power of pain 

and suffering. 

 

We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love, inviting us to 

proclaim Christ’s resurrection at the Table, transforming us as disciples to go out 

into the world, sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort, 

challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children. 

 

This we believe. This we preach. This we seek to embody in word and deed. 

 

Song of Mediation The First Noel Red Hymnal 245 

 

Call for Prayer 

 

 

 

 

If able, please stand where asterisks appear.  CCLI  Lic. 90636 



Prayer of Confession 

Lord of Christmas Peace, we have done wrong. We have tarnished the gift you gave 

freely. We have buried you so deeply in our hearts, the world doesn't see you. We 

have not followed Christ, we have ignored your teachings, we have lived lives of 

apathy against your love, we have built fences and fortresses to push people away, 

and we have silenced the screams of those in need. Forgive us, we pray. Free us from 

our sin, Free us from our captivity, Free us to a life lived in Joy through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Assurance and Forgiveness 

Pastoral Prayers 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 

Offering Music Ding! Dong!  Merrily on High Marge Myrold 
  Mark Hayes 

*Doxology 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Great God our Redeemer, we sing your praises. Your glorious love shines in the face 

of Jesus, born a babe in this dark world. We marvel that he generously humbled 

himself to bring salvation. How precious is your gift of love! Let the light in our 

sanctuary and our songs of praise spill through the windows to neighbors dwelling 

in darkness. May our gifts and offerings reflect the light of Christ and, as beacons in 

the night, draw people far and near closer to you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn Go Tell It On the Mountain Red Hymnal 251 
 

Going 
*Benediction 

 

*Musical Response “Go Now in Peace” (2x’s) 

 

*Closing Song Sing We Christmas Marge Myrold 
  Ruth Elaine Schram 

 

Thanks to all who have helped with today’s worship service! 
Acolyte: Markus Lunski                       

Reader:  Rev. Dale Emery 

Ushers:  David Kiefel & Ronald Elliott 



 

 

 

 

 
 Sunday, December 25                           8:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
                 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship 
        (no Sunday school) 
        No Youth Group 
 
 Tuesday, December 27              3:00 p.m. Coffee Club, Panera 
      
 Wednesday, December 28    1:30 p.m.  No Quilting 
        No Choir Rehearsal    
       
 Sunday, January 1                              8:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
      10:00 a.m. New Year’s Day Worship  
         (no Sunday School) 
        No Youth Group 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, December 26 & January 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week’s attendance: 89   Last week’s giving: $6,449.42 

Offering to date: $273,631.21         

    2016 Annual Expense Budget Goal: $325,146.00 

 

We’re glad you are here today! 

Thank you for your support! 
 

Wesley UMC Calendar for 

December 25 – January 1 

 

 New Year’s Day Worship Service 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 

10:00 a.m. 

(no Sunday School) 
  

 

 



 

 

 

Please feel free to communicate with us: 
Website:  www.gfwesley.org 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Phone: 701.772.1869 

Address: 1600 4
th

 Ave. N. 
Grand Forks, ND 58203 

 

 
Wesley UMC is excited to announce that you can manage your giving online!  Giving online is 

easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete 
online giving history from anywhere you have access to the internet.  

 Simply scan your QR Code with your smart phone and/or follow these easy steps: 
Visit the church website at www.gfwesley.org 

Click on Online Giving then on Make a Donation.  
Make a one-time donation or follow the instructions to create a profile and schedule recurring 

contributions. 
Thank you for your support!  

 
 

 @ www.gfwesley.org 
 

  … like us on Facebook to keep up 
with what's going on at Wesley 

 

 

 

A program that lets congregation members know when we need volunteers like ushers, 

greeters, communion servers.  To be included on the list for these emails, contact Penny 

Millspaugh at pjmillspaugh@gmail.com. Penny Millspaugh will be available today between 

services to assist people for sign-up to serve.  Look for her in the lobby. 

  

 
 

 
 

Lay Ministry Class 
 

The Basic Lay Ministry class, a one-day class, will be offered at Wesley UMC on January 14 and at Flame 
of Faith (West Fargo) February 11 from 9am-4pm. The course discusses 1) Methodism, the United 
Methodist Church and its principles, 2) ministry in its broadest sense and 3) Spiritual Gifts. Each 
participant will complete a Spiritual Gifts questionnaire to help them identify their gifts because when 
gifts match ministry and align with God's will powerful things can happen. Everyone is welcome, but the 
class is recommended for persons in leadership positions within churches and for those who participate 
as United Methodists in ministry outside of church walls. The class is required for those who wish to 
become certified as a lay preacher or Certified Lay Minister.  For more information go to 
www.dakotasumc.org/laity/training/ or call Taya Swanson (Dakotas Conference Office) at 605-990-
7796.  

 

 

mailto:gfwesley@midconetwork.com
http://www.gfwesley.org/
mailto:pjmillspaugh@gmail.com
http://www.dakotasumc.org/laity/training/


 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Session of The Disciple’s Path to begin in January. 

On January 8, we will offer the next session of "The Disciple's Path", a short term 

adult Sunday School program that explores what it means to be a Disciple in the 

United Methodist Church.  The class has one introductory meeting, and 6 weekly 

sessions.  Participants will receive a book and a journal.  There is some outside 

reading and preparation.  This program is perfect for anyone that is interested in 

the core beliefs of the United Methodist Church, whether you are new to the 

denomination or if you have been a member for life.   

To register, contact the church office or Penny Millspaugh at 218-521-0507 or 
pjmillspaugh@gmail.com.  We will gather at 10:10 in the classroom on the top 
floor of the church.  If you would like to have nursery care during this class, please 
let Penny or the church office know.   

 

UMW Cookie Sale.  Thank you to everyone who donated cookies for the Cookie 
Sale last Sunday, and, of course, thank you to all of you who purchased 
cookies.  The proceeds of over $400 will go towards mission activities of the 
United Methodist Women. 
 
 UMW Recognition.   Each year, Wesley UMC United Methodist Women recognizes 
people in our congregation that have gone above and beyond in their commitment and 
service to our church and community.  On December 11, Kellie Burgess and Anne Bryson 
were given a pin and certificate as Special Mission Recognition recipients.  Dawn Boyd was 
chosen as this year's Jewel of a Woman and was awarded a jeweled pin and a 
certificate.  We thank them for their service and congratulate them.    
 

 

Contributions for 2016 must be postmarked by December 31 or dropped off to 
church office by January 3. 
 

mailto:pjmillspaugh@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Usher and Greeter Training 
Sunday, January 8, 2017 
4:00 pm - Church Library 

Have you been an usher forever?  Is 
being a greeter something you have 
thought about, but you are not 
really sure what to do?  A short 
training will be held on Sunday, 
January 8 at 4:00 pm that will help 
everyone feel more comfortable 
serving on our Hospitality 
Team!  Learn all about this exciting 
ministry opportunity at 
Wesley!  Everyone is invited to join 
us in the Church Library to learn 
more about how we can reach our 
members, guests and visitors- and 
truly make new disciples for Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world!  Join the team and become 
part of our ministry! 
Questions?  Contact Penny at 
pjmillspaugh@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

Star Givers & Christmas Shoebox 
 

Thank you to all whom in some way 

contributed towards our Christmas Shoebox 

Project and Star Givers Gifts.  What a 

wonderful show of support and generosity by 

our congregation.  Please remember to pray 

for the recipient of your gifts. 
 

 

Please Donate Your 2017 Calendars 

Many of you donate to various charitable 
organizations, then receive more calendars 

from these organizations than you can 
use.  Please donate these calendars by placing 
them in the box which has been placed on the 

table near the back entry of Wesley UMC. 
These calendars can be put to good use by 

Roger Ose Ministries; they are distributed to 
people in need in MN, and other parts of the 

world. 

 

Have you turned in your pledge? 
We are finalizing our 2017 budget at 
Council this month on December 19, and 
pledge cards can help us to have a better 
picture of where our income might be.  
Cards are available in the back of the 
sanctuary. 
 

Door to Core 

Team Meeting 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 

3:00 pm - Church 

Library 
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